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Instructions for Form I-9, 
Employment Eligibility Verification                      
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Form I-9 

OMB No. 1615-0047 
Expires 07/31/2026

Employers and employees must complete their respective sections of Form I-9.  The form is used to document verification 
of the identity and employment authorization of each new employee (both U.S. citizen and noncitizen) hired after 
November 6, 1986, to work in the United States.  In the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), 
employers must complete Form I-9 to document the verification of the identity and employment authorization of each new 
employee (both U.S. citizen and noncitizen) hired after November 27, 2011.

Purpose of Form I-9

Anti-Discrimination Notice:  Employers must allow all employees to choose which acceptable documentation to present 
for Form I-9.  Employers cannot ask employees for documentation to verify information entered in Section 1, or specify 
which acceptable documentation employees must present for Section 2 or Supplement B, Reverification and Rehire.  
Employees do NOT need to prove their citizenship, immigration status, or national origin when establishing their 
employment authorization for Form I-9 or E-Verify.  Requesting such proof or any specific document from employees 
based on their citizenship, immigration status, or national origin, may be illegal.  Similarly, discriminating against 
employees in hiring, firing, recruitment, or referral for a fee, based on citizenship, immigration status, or national origin 
may be illegal.  Employers should not reject acceptable documentation due to a future expiration date.  For more 
information on how to avoid discrimination or how to report it, contact the Immigrant and Employee Rights Section in the 
Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division at www.justice.gov/ier.

Definitions

Employee:  A person who performs labor or services in the United States for an employer in return for wages or other 
remuneration.  The term “employee” does not include individuals who do not receive any form of remuneration (e.g., 
volunteers), independent contractors, or those engaged in certain casual domestic employment.

Employer:  A person or entity, including an agent or anyone acting directly or indirectly in the interest thereof, who 
engages the services or labor of an employee to be performed in the United States for wages or other remuneration. This 
includes recruiters and referrers for a fee who are agricultural associations, agricultural employers, or farm labor 
contractors.

Authorized Representative:  Any person an employer designates to complete and sign Form I-9 on the employer's 
behalf.  Employers are liable for any statutory and regulatory violations made in connection with the form or the 
verification process, including any violations committed by any individual designated to act on the employer's behalf.

Preparer  and/or  Translator :  Any individual who helps the employee complete or translates Section 1 for the employee.

General Instructions

Form I-9 consists of:

�”  Section 1: Employee Information and Attestation

�”  Section 2: Employer Review and Verification

�”  Lists of Acceptable Documents 

�”  Supplement A, Preparer and/or Translator Certification for Section 1 

�”  Supplement B, Reverification and Rehire (formerly Section 3)



https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/handbook-employers-m-274
https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/handbook-employers-m-274
https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/handbook-employers-m-274
https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/handbook-employers-m-274
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Paperwork Reduction Act

An agency may not conduct or sponsor an information collection and a person is not required to respond to a collection of 
information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.  The public reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated at 34 minutes per response, when completing the form manually, and 25 minutes per response 
when using a computer to aid in completion of the form, including the time for reviewing instructions and completing and 
retaining the form.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Office of Policy and 
Strategy, Regulatory Coordination Division, 5900 Capital Gateway Drive, Mail Stop Number 2140, Camp Springs, MD 
20588-0009; OMB No. 1615-0047.  Do not mail your completed Form I-9 to this address.


