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CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS COURSES (CAPA) 
For 3-credit CAPA courses, the typical assessment procedure is followed for the 
contextual analysis goal; however, the other goals in the category will be assessed using 
a reflective questionnaire for the students and participation ratings from instructors. 
Three-credit CAPA courses will use the same sampling procedure as the Category 
Courses above. 
 
CAPSTONE COURSES 
Capstone courses are not assessed by the core committee. 
 
For any sections with twenty or more students enrolled, instructors completing this 
assessment work are allowed to provide data and work from a sample of fifteen 
students. The assessment office will provide the instructor with the names and IDs of 
the students for whom data are to be reported. 
 
Annually, faculty teaching in all categories will also be asked to provide feedback for the 
Core Committee. The assessment process will be included in the topics queried. 
 
Cross-Course Assessment Work  
CATEGORY COURSES (QA, EGC, LINK, ISJ, CAPA) 
Each spring semester in each of these categories, five instructors will be chosen 
randomly from the ones required to participate in instructor assessment in the current 
semester or the previous fall semester.    Each instructor chosen and the category’s 
director will be provided with a small sample of student work from the category for use 
in norming, which they will read and score on the rubric.  Additionally, each instructor 
and the director will receive two class sets of student work in such a way that each 
member receives the same sets as one other member.  This work will typically be taken 
from courses offered over the most recent three semesters.  The work will be assessed 
for a particular learning goal, selected in a rotation established by the Core Committee. 
 
WRITING + SPEECH (FW/ AW, COMM 125/OP) 
Writing and Speech will follow the same instructor selection procedure as the Category 
courses above. The work evaluated will be selected from a particular level each year.  
One year, foundational courses will be assessed, the next year courses in the major. 
 
INFORMATION LITERACY  
Cross-course assessment work in information literacy will be conducted by the 
assessment office in conjunction with the library’s representative on the Core 
Committee. 
 
DISTRIBUTION COURSES  
process in development 
 
DEPARTMENTAL COURSES (LANGUAGES, PL, TRS) 
Any cross-course assessment conducted is organized and structured by the department 
itself.  Cross-course assessment is not required for departmental courses. 



 
CAPSTONE COURSES 



 
Foundational Competencies: Written Expression        8/2/22 
 

 Exceeded (6) 
Exceeded for Foundational 

Writing (5) 
Met for Foundational 

Writing (3) 
Not Met (1) 

Articulate an 
Argument 

4B1c 

The writer demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of context, audience, 
and purpose in selecting an 
appropriately complex topic and 
thoroughly developing and 



Foundational Competencies: Oral Expression 
Informative Rubric 
For each of the criteria, determine whether the performance was excellent, satisfactory, or unsatisfactory. 
 

Topic & Thesis  

Salience & Sincerity 
Clearly reveals topic’s importance and best interest of 
audience  

Limited Effectively Arguments limited in meaningful way   

Clarity of Purpose Speech’s purpose is clear to audience at appropriate time 

Demonstrates 
Knowledge 

Shows detailed knowledge of topic  



Aesthetic Visuals Well designed, easy to follow, aesthetically pleasing 

Effective Use of 
Visuals 

Highlights key elements, achieves desired response 

Enhances Credibility 
VA demonstrates speaker’s knowledge, appropriateness 
and/or sincerity 

Q & A  

Accurate Demonstrates content knowledge  

Confident Articulate & responsive answers 

Appropriate Tone is consistent with s of audience/occasion  

Professionalism



Facial Expressions & 
Eye Contact 

Consistent with content; adds to speech; maintains eye 
contact; scans  

Physical Delivery 
Movement/gestures are meaningful; add interest to 
speech; don’t distract 

Language  

Accurate Uses terms which clearly and accurately explains concepts 

Effective Uses terms which foster understanding of concepts  

Appropriate 
Uses audience appropriate language; not offensive or 
awkward 

Technology 



Connects Efficiently



Sub-Committee Rubric 
For each of the competencies, determine whether the performance was excellent, satisfactory, or 
unsatisfactory. 
 

Competency One: Chooses and narrows a topic appropriately for the audience & occasion  

Competency Two: Communicates the thesis/specific purpose In a manner appropriate for the audience & occasion  

Competency Three: Provides supporting material  appropriate for the audience & occasion  

Competency Four: Uses an organizational pattern appropriate to the topic, audience, occasion, & purpose  

Competency Five: Uses language appropriate to the audience & occasion   

Competency Six: Uses vocal variety in rate, pitch, & intensity (volume) to heighten & maintain interest appropriate to the  
audience & occasion  

Competency Seven: Uses pronunciation, grammar, & articulation appropriate to the audience & occasion  

Competency Eight: Uses physical behaviors that support the verbal message   

Competency Nine: Provides electronic and/or non-electronic presentational aids appropriate for the audience & occasion  

Competency Ten: Demonstrates “a good person speaking well” through ethical goals, idea development, language choice 
and presentation 

 
 



Foundational Competencies: Quantitative Analysis        8/2/22 

 

 
 

Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Find and pose 
precise questions 

that can be 
appropriately analyzed 

by quantitative 
methods 2A3 

Identifies questions to be 
analyzed by more advanced 
quantitative methods 

Identifies questions to be 
analyzed by straightforward 
quantitative methods  

Identifies questions that cannot be 
analyzed by quantitative methods 

Identify appropriate 
quantitative 

methodology 
2A3b 

Identifies an appropriate and 
thorough quantitative 
methodology for analyzing the 
questions 

Identifies an appropriate 
methodology for analyzing 
the questions 

Provides an incorrect quantitative 



 
Foundational Competencies: Technological/Information Literacy 
Information Literacy in First-Year Writing            9/26/16 

 

 
 Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Access 

4C1 





http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012






Social  Science              8/28/19 
 

 
 

Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Demonstrate how social science 
insights and approaches can be 
used to understand contemporary 
social, economic, or political 
issues 

SOC 

Student conveys detailed knowledge 
of selected insights and approaches 
to demonstrate a competent 
understanding of contemporary 
social, economic, or political issues.  

Student conveys sufficient 
knowledge of selected insights and 
approaches to demonstrate an 
adequate understanding of 
contemporary social, economic, or 
political issues.  
 

Student conveys insufficient 
knowledge of selected insights and 



Integrated Courses 
Integration               8/29/16 
 

 
 

Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Student applies skills, knowledge, 
or methodologies gained in one 
academic or experiential context to 
different academic or experiential 
context. 

1C2a 

Applies or connects skills, 
knowledge (examples, facts, 
evidence), or methodologies/ 
theories gained in one academic or 
experiential context to those from a 
different academic or experiential 
context to analyze complex issues or 
solve problems, with sufficient 
support. 

Applies or connects skills, 
knowledge (examples, facts, 
evidence), or methodologies/ 
theories gained in one academic or 
experiential context in a different 
academic or experiential context to 
convey knowledge or explain issues. 

Does not effectively apply or connect 
skills, knowledge (examples, facts, 
evidence), or methodologies/ 
theories gained in one academic or 
experiential context to a new context 
or may do so at a superficial level. 

 
 
  



Writing               8/2/22 
 

 Exceeded (5) 
Met for Integrated Courses 

(3) 
Not Met for Integrated 

Courses (1) 
Not Met (0) 

Articulate an 
Argument 

4B1c 

The writer demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of context, audience, 
and purpose in selecting an 
appropriately complex topic and 
thoroughly developing and 
supporting an argument through 
appropriate organization, 
presentation, content knowledge, 
and style. 

The writer demonstrates an 
adequate consideration of context, 
audience, and purpose in selecting 
an appropriately complex topic and 
developing and supporting an 
argument through appropriate 
organization, presentation, content 
knowledge, and style. 

The writer demonstrates an 
awareness of context, audience, 
and purpose in selecting a topic and 
attempting to develop and support 
an argument through appropriate 
organization, presentation, and 
content knowledge. 

The writer demonstrates 



Engaging the Global Community 
Global                9/3/17 
 

 
 

Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Student understands the world’s 
diverse cultures, environments, 
practices, or values. 

5A1 

Analyzes and interprets examples of 
the world’s diversity of cultures, 
environments, practices, and values. 

Identifies and describes examples of 
the world’s diversity of cultures, 
environments, practices, and values 
. 

Makes no, little, or superficial 
reference to examples of the world’s 
diversity of cultures, environments, 
pr(en)-3(t)-12(s, )] TJ
ET
Q(en)-3(t)-12(s, )] TJ
ETnts, 



 
Linked Courses Critical Analysis            9/3/17 

 

 
Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Student identifies and 
understands the 
fundamental elements of a 
problem or question to be 
considered critically. 

2A1 

Can articulate (clarify and 
describe) the nature of the 

problem or question 
comprehensively, explaining the 
relevant information necessary 

for full understanding.





Values and Society Courses            10-17-2016 

 
 
 

 
Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Identify ethical questions. 

7A 

Identifies the relevant issue(s) 
in the assignment (written or 
audio-visual) and explains the 
issue(s) clearly and accurately 

Identifies some relevant 
issue(s) and has some clarity 
and/or accuracy problems 

Does not identify the relevant 
issue(s) and/or has serious 
clarity and/or accuracy 
problems 

Analyze and assess ethical theories 

7B 

Provides clear and effective 
evaluation of competing 
positions regarding the issue(s) 
in the assignment and 
formulates original and 
sophisticated arguments 
regarding the issue(s) 

Provides relatively clear and 
satisfactory evaluation of 
competing positions and 
formulates satisfactory 
arguments 

Does not provide satisfactory 
evaluation of competing 
positions and/or does not 
formulate satisfactory 
arguments 

Apply ethical frameworks to personal, 
professional, and institutional 
dilemmas 

7C 

Identifies relevant course 
material and formulates clearly 
and accurately how that 
material speaks to the issue(s) 
of the assignment 

Identifies relevant course 
material but has some 
problems formulating how 
that material speaks to the 
issue(s) 

Does not identify relevant 
course material and/or has 
serious problems formulating 
how that material speaks to 
the issue(s) 

 
  



Jesuit Heritage: Theology and Religious Studies 



4. Appreciate the relationship 
between religious 
commitment and efforts to 
address injustice and live 
ethically. 

4. Assesses and applies 
multiple religious or ethical 
frameworks to complex issues, 
with an awareness of the 
various interrelated causes of 
injustice  and a commitment to 
respond evidenced in action 
for the common good. 

4. Assesses and applies 
multiple religious or ethical 
frameworks to complex issues, 
with an awareness of the root 
causes of injustice and a 
commitment to address these 
issues and contribute to the 
common good.  

4. Applies a religious or ethical 
framework to the analysis of 
one social justice issue or 
ethical dilemma, marked by 
deepening empathy and 
growing awareness of his or 
her own relation to structures 
of injustice. 

4. Draws initial connections 
between religion, ethics, and 
the root causes of social 
injustice, in a way that 
evidences empathy and 
reflection about her or his 
possible contribution to the 
common good. 
 

5. Recognize the ways in 
which the Catholic Christian 
tradition addresses the 
fundamental questions of 
human existence. 

5. Exhibits a nuanced 
understanding of the key terms 
and methodologies within 
Catholic systematic theology, 
and the ability to address 
strengths and weaknesses of 
differing theological 
approaches. 

5. Understands Catholic 
theological approaches to 
multiple fundamental questions 
and how these questions are 
related to one another. 

5. Understands Catholic 
theological approaches to a 
fundamental human question 
in light of historical, cultural, 
and social contexts. 

5. Understands contemporary 
Catholic appreciation for 
interreligious dialogue. 

  





Jesuit Heritage: Creative and Performing Arts 







Requirements in the Major: Oral Presentation    10/18/2016 

 
 

Exceeded (5) Met (3) Not Met (1) 

Thesis 
Defense 

4A1 

 The speaker focuses the 
topic in a salient way 
related to audience needs  
 

 and reasoning was 
universally sound  

 and both quantity and 
quality of support were 
sufficient to enhance 
credibility 

  and sources are cited 
effectively. 

 The speaker focuses the 
topic in a salient way 
related to audience needs  
 

 and uses sufficient 
evidence and reasoning to 
demonstrate competence 
of the topic  
 
 

 and sources are cited. 

 The speaker fails to focus 
the topic in a way which is 
salient and related to 
audience needs,  

 or the speaker fails to 
provide enough quality 
evidence and reasoning to 
demonstrate competence 
of the topic,  
 

 or sources are not cited. 


